
Some cottages are 
designed to stand out 
from the landscape. 

Others are designed to match 
it. When Rob and Audra built 
their timber frame cottage 
on Lake of Bays, they knew 
exactly which approach they 
wanted to take.

“We didn’t want a big, bold 
cottage,” says Audra. Instead, 
they turned to Normerica 
Timber Frame to design a 

cottage that blended seamlessly 
with Bigwin Island’s landscape. 

The couple and the Normerica 
designers matched paint 
colours to the landscape, the 
timber details to the trees that 
surround the cottage, and the 
fireplace to the locally sourced 
flagstone path that led to the 
front door. 

“We wanted continuity, inside 
and out,” says Audra.  

When it came to finding 
a builder for their cottage, 
Normerica was a natural choice. 

“We had seen and admired their 
work, and when we met their 
team, we didn’t want to meet 
anyone else. They understood 
what we wanted, and our 
personalities just clicked.” 

Timber allure  
The pair had recently sold their 
log cabin cottage – a rustic 

retreat that they adored. 
For their new cottage, they 
wanted to blend that love 
of rustic details with their 
modern, eclectic style. 

“We love wood but didn’t want 
a log cabin anymore,” says 
Audra. “The timber frame 
design gave us the opportunity 
to have drywall, with just 
enough wood to remind us 
that this was a cottage, not a 
home in the city.” 

While beam-framed cathedral 
ceilings are typical for timber 
frame builds, Rob and Audra 
chose to extend the timber 
details down the walls and  
use them to frame the 
windows in the great room, 
entryway and Muskoka room. 

They decided on those 
details with help from the 
Normerica team. Before 
beginning the design, Rob 
and Audra’s project manager 
took them on a tour of other 
timber frame builds on the 
island, to get an idea of what 
they liked and didn’t like. 

“That was so helpful,” says 
Audra. “There are things that 
you don’t realize you’d like but 
when you see them on another 
cottage, you go ‘oh yeah, that 
actually looks really good.’” 

Personal details  
Once their project manager 
understood their likes and 
dislikes, the pair worked with 
Normerica’s team to tailor the 
build to their needs. 

“We knew we needed enough 
rooms and bathrooms for our 
kids and guests,” says Audra. 
They also needed a year-round 
retreat that would maximize 
their view of the lake, and 
reflect their love for Muskoka 
and their Californian roots. 

To match their needs, 
Normerica used a California-
style ceiling fan in the Muskoka 
room, large, square windows, 
and a California-style folding 
door to separate the great room 
from the Muskoka room. 

“That door stays open almost 
all summer long,” says Audra. 
“It’s something really common 

in California to make the room 
feel larger, and it works really 
well here.” 

For those personalized touches, 
the Normerica team also put 
Rob and Audra in touch with 
a local blacksmith who created 
custom light fixtures for their 
great room and dining room. 

“We sourced the wood-framed 
canoe,” says Audra. “And they 
transformed it into a stunning 
light fixture.” 

Sealed and winter-ready 
Rob and Audra love the look of 
their timber frame design, but 
they’re also delighted with the 
quality of construction. Unlike 
their previous cottage, their 
new Normerica build is energy 
efficient and free of unwanted 
openings and air leaks.  

“No more mice!” cheers Audra. 
“You laugh but it’s true. It’s such 
a relief to have a sealed cottage.” 

At the old cottage, closing-up 
for the winter meant storing 
everything from clothing to 
linens in sealed containers – 

impermeable to the mice that 
would undoubtably find their 
way inside each winter. While 
it was unnerving, it was also 
time-consuming to pack up 
and unpack their cottage at 
the beginning and end of their 
summer season. 

“Our new cottage is so tightly 
sealed, it’s unbelievable,” says 
Audra. “It’s quiet, uses very 
little propane, and now we 
don’t have to pack anything 
away. At the end of a season, 
we just wash the linens, make 
the bed and they’re ready for 
the next time we visit.” 

While they haven’t made their 
cottage a full-time residence, 
there’s nothing stopping Rob 

and Audra from living their 
year-round. 

“We’re just so pleased,” says 
Audra. “It’s everything we 
wanted and more.” 

While the pair played a large 
part in creating their summer 
retreat, they give much of 
the credit to their builders 
who took their wish list and 
transformed it into their 
dream island cottage. 

“My advice to anyone would 
be to trust and listen to your 
builder’s advice,” says Audra. 
“They care and want to make 
sure you’re happy.” DS
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“We had seen and 
admired their work,  

and when we met their 
team, we didn’t want  
to meet anyone else.”

BLENDING
with Bigwin

Details in cottage design  
are inspired by the island

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANDREW FEARMANTimber details were used to frame  
the windows in the great room.

Colours and materials  
were chosen to mimic the 

island’s natural surroundings.
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